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ABSTRACT

This independent study aimed to find the purpose of using a mobile phone,
need to have a mobile phone, and the advantages and disadvantages of using a mobile
phone. The sample group for this study was one-hundred twenty-three mathayomsuksa-
1 students at Pathumwilai School, Ampur Meaung, Pathumtani Province.
Questionnaires were the research tool used to collect data. SPSS for Windows was the
software used to analyze data. The statistics used were percentage, mean, standard
deviation, and Pearson correlation.

The analysis results on demographics found that most of the mathayomsuksa-
1 students at Pathumwilai School were females who had a monthly average income of
more than 4,500 baht and most of their guardians’ occupations were as hired laborers.

The analysis results on their attitudes toward mobile phone usages found that:

¢ On their relationship with family members, taking part in family activities
was important.

e On their relationship with friends, consulting with a close friend or any
friend when they had problems was extremely important.

e On knowledge and understanding of mobile phone usages, using it on
necessity only was extremely important.

e On the purpose of using a mobile phone, communicating with their guardian
was important.

¢ On the necessity of using a mobile phone, to immediately tell their family
members about coming home late was extremely important.

¢ On the advantages of using a mobile phone, to enhance the relationship with
family members was extremely important.

¢ On the disadvantages of using a mobile phone, using a mobile phone during
a thunder storm was extremely important.

The analysis results on the hypotheses found that demographics factors such
as gender, guardian average monthly income, accommodation, and guardian occupation
had low correlation with their attitudes toward the usages of a mobile phone. The
environmental factors such as relationship with family members, relationships with
friends, and knowledge and understanding on the usages of a mobile phone had
moderate to very low correlation with their attitudes toward the usages of a mobile
phone.
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